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FEBRUARY THOUGHTS:
George Washington to Martha: "Fort Cumberland, July 20, 1758, We have begun our march to the
Ohio. A courier is starting for Williamsburg, and i embrace the opportunity to send a few words to one
whose life is now inseparable from mine. Since that happy hour when we made our pledges to each
other, my thoughts have been continually going to you as to another Self. That All-powerful
Providence may keep us both in safety is the prayer of your faithful and ever affectionate friend, G.
Washington."
Source: Anne Hollingsworth Wharton, Martha Washington, page 37, published in 1897.
On Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln "The marriage was one of mutual support and affection yet was
always rocky. Both considered it a partnership of equals ... Had Mary not encouraged Lincoln in his
quest for the presidency, he would almost certainly never have achieved the office."
Source: Doranne Jacobson. Presidents & First Ladies of the United States. page 51.

JANUARY MEETING:
Our traditional date with Ski ME and the Maine Ski Museum met at the Greely Middle School on January 19 at 7:00
PM. Scott Andrews, introduced by Greg Sweetser provided another interesting and very detailed program on the
skiing industry and its history with Maine. We are already set with them for another great program next January.
FEBRUARY MEETING:
The February program will meet at the Historical Society building at 4A Blanchard Road at 7:00 PM. Refreshments
will be served before and after the meeting. Elaine Gallant will present a program on the Malaga Island
community, which was a mixed-race settlement and a community that was also home to paupers and persons who
had mental health issues. The community was eventually disbanded. The people still living there were relocated,
and graves established there were moved to the State Institution facilities at Pineland.
CONDOLENCES:
To the family and many friends of member Oland “Bud” Knight, Jr. Bud, and his daughter, Deb Dugas, were very
generous a few years ago to the Cumberland Historical Society by donating many artifacts from the collection of
Cap Bragg. It included many Bragg and Chase papers and ephemera. Very much appreciated.
To the Wilson family whose young cousin, Charles Wilson, passed away unexpectedly.
REQUEST:
This interesting request arrived recently at the Historical Society:
“My father lived on the Payson estate, now owned by the Robinsons, (it’s actually Robbins) I think, while Route 1
(now route 88) was being built in 1914? What can you tell me about it? My dad said the Italians who dug the road
bed lived in tents at the end of the road that went down to his farm. His family was renting from the Daltons, I
think. Mr. Dalton was an Episcopalian minister in Portland – at St. Stevens – which was torn down many years ago.
It is where Joe’s Smoke Shop is today. My dad said it took many summers to pave the road all the way to
Yarmouth. While it was being built, the Italians lived in tents ant the end of his driveway – there are stone

entrances there now, and the foremen and their wives lived at the farm. My grandmother fed them, etc . Any
information you have would be wonderful. I have some pictures of the teamsters. You probably have the same
ones.”
We have some good information for this request because the postcards that we received two years ago from Dick
Dyer document that construction project. There’s not much reference to the project in the Town Reports during
the years that it was going on, but the real photo postcards are a gem!
JANUARY STUMPER:
How many poultry businesses were there in Cumberland? Who were the owners?
JANUARY STUMPER ANSWER:
On pages 214 and 215 in Cumberland in Four Centuries by Phyllis Sweetser there is the following information:
“In the 1920s, with the increase of the tourist trade, a great demand from hotels for chicken broilers a big change
in poultry farming. One of the largest houses was started by Mel and Mabel Wilson( on Morrison’s Hill in West
Cumberland), other farms were owned by the Morrill Brothers, Lenville Hawkes, (these places were on Blackstrap
Road near the Falmouth line) and Herm Hulit (on the corner of Range Road and Bruce Hill Road) ……….Before World
War I, Harvey Blanchard had a processing plant behind his home where the new Texaco (now Shell) station stands.
Gilbert Strout who had worked with Harvey bought the business from his widow and soon moved to a new
location at 310 Main Street, where he built a modern plant and continued a successful business until his
retirement about 1950.”
On Blanchard Road, there was the Ernest Frye Farm (his daughter, Evelyn Frye Thurston remembers that all of the
children had daily chores to feed and water by the bucketsful all those birds!); in the Center there was Oscar
Kemp’s, Walter and Willis Thurston, Walter Nelson (on Tuttle Road near the power line), William Senior, the
Hansons and Walter Theriault (both on Longwoods Road) and Marston Sweetser on Tuttle Road. The Sweetser
place burned, and George Burgess later built another chicken farm on the same site. When he gave up the
business, the school district bought the property, let the Fire Department use the buildings as a burn training
exercise, and then built the Mabel I. Wilson School there. On Route 100 in West Cumberland, where the new
lumber store is locate, Max Grant raised chickens until his death in 1966. One other poultry business was not
chickens, but turkeys, and that was the Chester Verrill Farm on the corner of Main Street and Greely Road. It was
where the housing development adjacent to the Valhalla Golf Course is now located. For a short time, there was a
chicken business at the Turner Farm on Greely Road, where Ellie Walker now resides. The Phil Roberts farm at the
corner of Bruce Hill Road and Blanchard Road was also in the poultry business. Lenville Hawkes sold his farm on
Blackstrap Road to Robert Maloney, and Lenville and family moved his business to a big farm on what is now
Lower Methodist Road. The buildings there still stand. Bob Maloney continued the poultry business at the
Blackstrap farm, and doubled the production there. Bob’s daughter, Joyce, and her family live in that home now.
The house just before that one was the Ervin Morrill poultry farm. Ervin was also an auctioneer of local fame, as
was his son, L. Robert Morrill. That house was built by by his father, Linwood, for him. Linwood lived in the house
before that, and it had a poultry processing plant behind it and towards Cumberland. That has been converted into
a private residence and still stands Also behind that home were a few cabins that housed people who were
workers at the plant. The house before that one was also built by Linwood, for his widowed mother, Annie Black
Morrill. There was another poultry farm on Lower Methodist Road, on the left just at the turn on to Lower
Methodist. The name remains as mystery at this time.

In the State of Maine Registers we find in 1902-1903 G. W. Collins listed as a merchant of poultry and eggs. Also
from 1921- 1933 L. F. Leighton is listed as a poultry and egg merchant.
The additional information comes from George Small and Bud Knight at morning coffee at George Small’s home,
and from conversations with Doris Morrill Murray and Bob Maloney:
FEBRUARY STUMPER:
What two houses in Cumberland are documented as operating as Underground Railroad homes during the Civil
War?
REFRESHMENTS:
Help!
EDITOR’S NOTES:
If anyone has upgraded their computer, or got a new one recently, and you need a place to donate your gently
used older one, please consider the Historical Society. Marie Peck has been doing a huge amount of archival input
on the one that is currently in the “office” and we are getting to the place where a newer is in order. Please
contact Carolyn Small at the Historical Society address, or at csmall1943@maine.rr.com.
If any members have an article or a question that they would like to submit to the newsletter, please contact
Carolyn Small at the Historical Society address, or at csmall1943@maine.rr.com to do so. It would be a welcome
addition!

Upcoming programs at Cumberland Historical Society:
February 16, 2012
Malaga Island Community presented by Elaine Gallant
March 15, 2012
“Now I’ve Seen Everything” (Growing Up in Maine in the 1940s and 1950s)
a visit from the author of this book, Joyce Stoddard Adrian

April 19, 2012
Records of the Poor in Cumberland
Thomas Bennett, Director of Prince Memorial Library

May 17, 2012
The History of Boy Scouts in Cumberland
Michelle Josephson and John Chandler
May 28, 2012
MEMORIAL DAY OPEN HOUSE
(before and after the Memorial Day Parade and dedication of the new Veterans’ Monument at Moss Side
Cemetery)
June 2012
In the Beginning………… the birth of the Cumberland Historical Society Museum
This is a sketch of the Veteran’s Monument that has been installed at Moss Side Cemetery. If you are a veteran, and either grew
up in Cumberland, or have lived in the town for many years, you are entitled to have your name engraved on the monument, if
you so desire. Contact the town on the website for details. They need your name, your rank, branch of service, which conflict
you served in or if in peacetime, and a copy of your discharge, The monument is a beautiful piece of work, and will “do the
town proud”, to use a Maine expression. Please consider placing yourself or a loved one on this monument. As a vet, it is well
deserved.

The Cumberland Veterans Monument Committee is currently in the process of compiling names of Cumberland
veterans. Under the authority of 38 U.S.C. 501(a), “Veteran” means a person who served in the active military, naval, or
air service and who was discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. The Committee has accepted a
definition of “Veteran” to include any person who served in the active military or reserves and who was discharged
under conditions other than dishonorable.

